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1 1999 Diensgebou opgerig deur die stadsraad van Centurion. 
Service building erected by Centurion Town Council. 

2 1958 Grafte van 5 Britse offisiere. 
5 British officers who died in Irene. 

3 1958 4 Gedenksuile  
4 Comemorative Pilars 

4 1968 

5 1958 Alfabetiese lys van alle sterftes 
Alphabetical list of all deaths. 

6 1901 Die oorspronklike grafsteentjies wat met die hand op 
leiklip uitgekerf is. (Tydelik gestoor in Skeepshouer, 
besigtiging slegs per afspraak) 
The original tombstones that were carved on slate. 

7 1958 Nuwe simboliese grafstene, alfabeties geranskik van 
Suid na Noord. 
New symbolic tombstones, arranged alphabetically 
from South to North. 

8 1958 ‘n Bankie om ‘n ruskans te vat. 
A Bench to take a break. 

9 1981 Plaket aangebring deur die SA Raad op Oorlogsgrafte. 
Plaque erected by the SA War Graves Council. 

10 1969 Plaket onthul toe die SAVF ‘n boomplantdag gehou het. 
This plate commemorates the work of the SA Women’s 
Federation. 

11 1968 Die SAVF hou elke jaar op die Sondag na Goeie 
Vrydag ‘n kransleggingseremonie hier. 
The SA Womens Federation holds a ceremony here on 
the Sunday after Good Friday. 

12 1958 ‘n Gedenkmuur is gebou van die klip wat van die grafte 
verwyder is. 
This wall was built from rocks which were removed from 
the original graves. 

13 1989 Boom geblant deur Bettie Pieterse wat ‘n inwoner van 
die kamp was, op haar 98ste verjaarsdag. 
This tree was planted by Bettie Pieterse on her 98th 
birthday. She was a child in the camp 

14 1953 Graf van Anna Prinsloo opgerig deur familie voor die 
omskepping van die begraafplaas in 1958. 
Tombstone and grave of Anna Prinsloo erected by 
family prior to the conversion of the cemetery in 1958. 

15 1969 Plaket aangebring toe die verantwoordelikheid vir die  
instandhouding van die kerkhof oorgedra is aan die 
Stadsraad van Verwoerdburg. 
Plaque to commemorate the transfer of responsibily for 
the maintenance to the Town Council of Verwoerdburg.  

16 1938 Die Ossewa van die eeufeestrek is deur vroue deur die 
nat sement getrek.  
During the centenery of the Great Trek, an oxwagon 
was pulled through this bed of cement by woman. 

Grafkelder waar 34 kinders herbegrawe is. 
Sarcofogus for 34 children who were reburied here 

17  Drie nuwe voorgestelde geboue om die oorspronklike 
grafsteentjies in te bewaar. 
Three new buildings has been proposed here to protect 
and exhibit the original tombstones. 

Kaart van die gedenktuin / Map of the memorial garden 
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Saamgestel deur die Erfenisvereniging van Centurion (2007) 
Compiled by the Heritage Society of Centurion (2007) 
Epos: info@erfenis.co.za  Webwerf: www.erfenis.co.za 
Email: info@erfenis.co.za Web site: www.erfenis.co.za 
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IRENE  

CONCENTRATION CAMP 

CEMETERY AND 

GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE 
ANGLO-BOER WAR 1899-1902 

IRENE  

KONSENTRASIEKAMPKERKHOF 

EN TUIN VAN HERINNERING 
ANGLO-BOEREOORLOG 1899-1902 



Die Anglo-Boereoorlog  (1899-1902) 
 
Op 5 Junie 1900 vind die innname van 
Pretoria plaas na skermutselings in die 
huidige Centurion. Lord Roberts het die 
Boere probeer uitoorlê deur al met die 
Hennopsrivier langs te beweeg om sodoende 
Pretoria van die westekant binne te val.  ‘n 
Fort is later op die hoogste koppie naby Irene 
gebou, nou bekend as Cornwall Hill, genoem 
na die Hertog van Cornwall.  Sy ligte 
infaterie-eenheid was hier gevestig. 
 
In ‘n poging om die gees en infrastruktuur 
van die Boere te breek het die Britte ‘n 
“Verskroeide Aarde”-beleid gevolg, 
waarvolgens die Boerehuise, plase, lande en 
vee vernietig is. 
 
Die duisende vroue en kinders wat daardeur 
da k lo os g e la at i s,  i s na 3 1 
konsentrasiekampe gedryf, wat verspreid 
was oor die twee Boererepublieke, Transvaal 
en Oranje Vrijstaat, asook die Britse kolonies 
van Natal en die Kaap. Die kampe was 
gewoonlik na aan spoorlyne geleë. 
 
Die kampe het ook gedien as toevlugsoord 
vir mans wat hulle aan die Britte oorgegee 
het, met hulle gesinne maar het later ontaard 
in aanhoudings- en strafkampe vir vroue en 
kinders van burgers op kommando en ander 
persone wat deur die Britte as ongewens 
beskou is. Daar was ook arbeids- en 
onderhoudskampe vir persone uit die swart 
bevolking wat haweloos gelaat is of deur die 
Britse leër in diens geneem is. Sover bekend 
was daar nie so ‘n kamp vir swartes in Irene 
nie. 
 
Toestande in die kampe was haglik omdat 
daar nie voldoende kos, water, medisyne en 
dokters was nie.Ongeveer 4,000 vrouens en 
23,000 kinders uit ‘n totale Boerebevolking 
van ongeveer 322,000 en ‘n onbekende getal 
uit die swart bevolking, het deur die land in 
konsentrasiekampe gesterf weens siektes, 
blootstelling, swak voorsiening van 
lewensmiddele en onvoldoende mediese 
sorg. In die Irene konsentrasiekamp het 
ongeveer 1200 mense gesterf. 
 
Emily Hobhouse, ’n Britse maatskaplike 
werker, het alles in haar vermoë gedoen om 
die vroue en kinders to probeer help.  As 
gevolg van haar pogings om die Britte te 
probeer oortuig om menslik en redelik op te 
tree, is sy by geleentheid uit Suid-Afrika 
verban deur die Britse owerheid.  Sy was ‘n 
simbool van hoop vir die Boerevroue en 

Anglo-Boer war (1899-1902) 
 
The siege of Pretoria took place on 5 June 
1900 after skirmishes in the present 
Centurion. Lord Roberts subsequently 
decided to outmanoeuvre the defending 
Boers south of Pretoria by following the 
course of the Hennops River to approach 
Pretoria from the west. A fort was built on 
Irene's highest koppie (now known as 
Cornwall Hill) by the Duke of Cornwall's Light 
Infantry.  
 
In order to break the spirit and the 
infrastructure of the Boers, the British 
implemented a “Scorched Earth Policy”, 
destroying farms, burning homes and killing 
or taking livestock.  
 
This left thousands of woman and children 
homeless, who were then driven into more 
than 31 concentration camps, situated all 
over the Boer republics of Transvaal and the 
Orange Free State, as well as in the British 
colonies of Natal and the Cape.  The camps 
were usually located close to railway lines.  
 
The camps not only served as places of 
refuge for men and their families who had 
surrendered to the British, but also became 
detention and penal settlements for woman 
and children of burghers on commando and 
others whom the British considered 
undesirable.  Some camps were also 
established for the African labourers who had 
been left homeless or who were employed by 
the British Army. No evidence could be found 
that there was such a camp for Africans 
located in Irene. 
 
The conditions in these camps were appalling 
because of inadequate food, water, medicine 
and doctors. Approximately 4,000 woman 
and 23,000 children from the total Boer 
population of about 322,000, as well as an 
unknown number of African people, died in 
these  camps as a result of disease, 
exposure, poor supply of provisions and 
inadequate medical care. 
 
Emily Hobhouse, a British social worker, did 
everything in her power to assist the women 
and children. As a result of her efforts to 
persuade the invaders towards an attitude of 
humanity and reason, she was banned from 
South Africa by the British authorities. She 
was a symbol of light and decency for Boer 

The Camp Cemetery 
 

Piles of rock indicated the original graves. 
Only some of these had tombstones.  Over 
the years some of the tombstones were 
removed and some were lying around. As a 
consequence most of the graves could not 
be identified. 
 
The British authority numbered the graves 
with metal plates, and one of those found, 
was numbered 2156. This could indicate that 
the actual deaths could be much higher than 
the generally accepted number of 1149. Only 
850 tombstones could be found. Nearly a 
thousand of the deceased were children 
under the age of 15.  
 
In 1958, at the request of the Women's 
Federation (SAVF), the SA Council on War 
Graves turned the cemetery into a garden of 
remembrance. 
 
The original hand-engraved tombstones on 
slate, were mounted on murals. To prevent 
further weather damage, these tombstones 
should be housed under cover. Symbolic 
tombstones were then erected alphabetically 
with the names of those that died in the 
camp. The original rocks that were removed 
from the graves were used to build a 
memorial wall and paving in the centre of the 
graveyard.. 
 
In 1968 the 35 children who were buried in a 
second cemetery during the camp years, 
were reburied in a sarcophagus above 
ground level.  
 
The cemetery is today a national heritage 
site, under the protection of the SA Heritage 
Resources Agency (SAHRA). 

Die Kampkerkhof 
 

Die oorspronklike begraafplaas was net 
hopies klippe en nie almal het grafstene 
gehad.  Met die verloop van tyd is van die 
grafstene verwyder en sommige het 
rondgelê, en dit daarom kon spesifieke grafte 
nie meer identifiseer kon word nie. 
 
‘n Genommerde naamplaatjie is gewoonlik 
deur die kampowerheid op grafte geplaas.  
Een van die plaatjies wat gevind was, was 
nommer 2156. Dit kan daarop dui dat die 
werklike getal sterftes heelwat hoër kan 
wees as die algemeen aanvaarde 1149. 
Slegs 850 graftsteentjies was gevind. Bykans 
‘n duisend van die sterfgevalle was kinders 
jonger as 15 jaar. 
 
In 1958 het die Raad op Oorlogsgrafte op 
aandrang van die SAVF besluit om die 
begraafplaas in ‘n gedenktuin te omskep. 
 
Die oorspronklike handgekerfde grafstene, 
uit leiklip gemaak, is toe versamel en teen 
mure gemonteer. Om verdere verwering te 
voorkom, behoort die grafstene onder dak 
geplaas te word. Simboliese grafstene met 
die name in alfabetiese volgorde van die 
gestorwenes is toe opgerig. Die klip wat op 
die oorspronklike grafte was is gebruik om ‘n 
gedenkmuur en plaveisel te bou in die middel 
van die begraafplaas.. 
 
In 1968 is 35 kinders wat in ’n tweede 
begraafplaas begrawe was, in ‘n bogrondse 
grafkelder herbegrawe. 
 
Die begraafplaas is vandag ‘n nasionale 
gedenkwaardigheid onder die beskerming 
van die SA Erfenishulpbronne-agentskap 
(SAEHA) 

Kampkerkhof voor 1958 
Camp Cemetery before 1958 

Gedenktuin soos dit vandag lyk 
Garden of remembrance today 



Friday 11th October: Still raining very hard. After breakfast we all started off 
to the office for our permits. After having signed them, we went off to Mr. 
Esselen’s office. I had a little plain talking with him about the shabby way he 
went about to get us away from the Camp. Now he will be able to use all his 
tyranny on the poor women. He tried very hard to excuse himself and put all 
the blame on others. But that’s what all cowards do. We are leaving by four 
o’clock train. All our hearts are very sore to leave the work we have loved to 
do. But I won’t leave a stone unturned until I have the Superintendent away 
from Irene also. I don’t see why he should be allowed to remain and do all 
the harm he can to the poor helpless creatures, while we must go, who do all 
we can to comfort and help them. Well we leave them to a Higher Hand than 
ours. 

Ambulance train of the Transvaal Red Cross.  
Mrs Armstrong is standing on the left, near 
the entrance of the carriage 
 

Food rations 
Rations were at all times insufficient. A 
weekly ration consisted of 7lb flour, 4oz salt, 
6oz coffee and 12oz sugar. Children received 
half of this. Milk, fresh fruit and vegetables, 
soap, candles and toiletry were scarce and 
only provided when the camp doctor 
prescribed it as a “medical comfort”. 
 
These rations represented approximately 
29% of the calorie requirements of an adult, 
and only 15% of that for a child. Meat was not 
often available, and the families of fighting 
commando members received nothing. 

Ambulanstrein van die Transvaal Rooikruis.  
Mev Armstrong staan direk agter die persoon 
voor die ingang van die rytuig. 
 

Voedselrantsoene 
Rantsoene was ten alle tye onvoldoende. 
‘n Week se rantsoen het bestaan uit 7lb 
meel, 4oz sout, 6oz koffie en 12oz suiker. 
Kinders het die helfte daarvan gekry.  Melk, 
vars groente, seep, kerse en toiletware was 
skaars en slegs voorsien waneer die 
kampdokter dit as ‘n “medical comfort” 
voorgeskryf het. 
 
Hierdie rantsoen verteenwoording ongeveer 
29% van ‘n volwasse se kalorievereistes, en 
slegs 15% van die van ‘n kind. Vleis was 
selde beskikbaar en die gesinne van 
vegtende kommando-lede het niks gekry nie. 

Die Irene Konsentrasiekamp 
 
Die kamp is op 2 November 1900 geopen.  Die 
inwonertal het drasties toegeneem en mense is in 
tente onder haglike omstandighede aangehou. 
 
Op 6 April 1901 het ‘n groep vroue van Pretoria ‘n 
verpleegsterskorps op die been gebring, onder 
wie Henrietta Armstrong, wat ‘n dagboek gehou 
het van haar wedervaringe. Hierdie dagboek is 
deur die RGN in 1980 gepubliseer, en die 
aanhalings in blokvorm in hierdie pamflet is uit 
haar dagboek aangehaal. Hierdie liefdesdaad het 
later ook gelei tot die stigting van die SA 
Vrouefederasie op 19 Oktober 1904. 
 
Die “Irene Primary school” langs die kerkhof is in 
September 1901 gestig vir die kinders in die 
konsentrasiekamp. Ten einde vir ontspanning 
voorsiening te maak is ‘n terrein te noorde van 
die kamp ontwikkel wat vandag bekend staan as 
die Oval. 
 
Die kamp is later uitgebrei met die oorplasing van 
die Nylstroomkamp aan die suidekant van die 
Hennopsrivier. Teen die einde van 1902 was 
daar ongeveer 5,400 mense in die twee kampe. 
 
Alhoewel vrede op 31 Mei 1902 verklaar is, is die 
kamp eers amptelik ‘n jaar later in 1903 gesluit. 
 

The Irene concentration camp 
 
The Irene concentration camp was opened on  
2 November 1900.  The population of the camp 
increased rapidly and refugees were housed in 
tents under extremely poor conditions. 
 
On 6 April 1901 a team of woman volunteers  
from Pretoria started a nursing corps. Henrietta 
Armstrong kept a camp diary which was 
published in 1980 by the HSRC. The different 
blocked quotes in this pamphlet were taken from 
her diary. This act of love led to the founding of 
the SA Womens Federation (SAFV) on 
19 October 1904. 
 
The Irene Primary school adjacent to the 
cemetery, was founded in September 1901 for  
the children in the concentration camp. For 
recreational purposes a field was developed 
which is today known as the Oval. 
 
A second camp was started on the southern side 
of the Hennops river when the Nylstroom camp 
was relocated to Irene.  By the end of 1902 there 
were about 5,400 people in the two camps. 
 
Although peace was declared on 31 May 1902, 
the camps were only officially closed during 
1903. 

Thursday 11th April 1901: Went to see Mrs. Hans Engelbrecht to-day to 
hear her story. She was taken from her home 10th January. Her baby was 
born the following day, 11th in the wagon. Fifty families were brought from 
Piet Potgietersrust. They were on the journey for six days. My God, how 
tired and miserable they all looked. One woman, Mrs. Haarhoff got her arm 
broken. The heavy door of the truck was slammed against it. I helped the 
doctor to bandage it. I have several cases now to bandage every day. 



Hierdie kaart dui die ligging van die twee Irene kampe aan. 
Map indicating the location of the concentration camps. 

 
Saturday 17th August: Permits came at last. Doctor Neethling will see my 
patients to-day. Doctor Woodrooffe still laid up. Going to town does not 
agree with him. Van Rensburg asked Doctor Neethling to-day to take his 
boy Willie’s case in hand. Doctor Woodrooffe thinks’ it’s meningitis, Doctor 
Neethling says it’s enteric. I had the case more than a month with Doctor 
Woodrooffe. I hope Doctor Neethling is right. We are leaving by five with the  
train. It will be lovely to be in a house again. 
 
Thursday 19th September: Now the women are told not to un pack. They 
may be sent away any time, but in the meantime they are not supplied with 
fuel. Some of them were without anything warm to eat or drink for three 
days. The rain keeps on steadily. Two hundred families were brought from 
Heatherly district to-day. They tell a very pitiful tale of the treatment they 
have received from the soldiers. They first had to see their houses, crops, 
vehicles and furniture burned and destroyed. They were packed on the 
empty wagons. They had not gone very far, when they discovered the 
Boers. They drew all the wagons with women in front and put the men 
behind them. When the fight was over they brought the women as far as 
Pretoria in open trucks in this heavy rain, and shunted them off for the night. 
There they had to remain in their through and through wet clothing. At last 
the children began to get cold shivers. Then the mothers would not remain 
in the trucks any longer. They clim bed over the sides and found an empty 
room. There they went with the poor drenched children for the rest of the 
night. What miserable objects they looked when they arrived here, 
homeless, sad and hungry. I always had all my kettles on the stove ready 
with boiling water when I knew some women were expected. But of course I 
could not supply them all, but as many of the worst cases as I could. The 
women who are packed up for Natal, are still here. Also without word. My 
Cod, how we feel now - what a merciless thing it was! I went to my quarters 
with such a sore heart. All the misery I saw in the Camp. When I got home 
they were just busy hoisting the beastly Union Jack opposite our mess 
marquee. Then I felt as if it was the last straw. But I dare not give in. The 
poor women require all the help we can give them. What would we .do 
without the help of Doctor Neethling. He is doing everything in his power. 
 
Monday 23rd September: Very bitter cold day. We could hear cannon firing 
since daybreak. Several trains with Tommies passed here to-day. A 
commission of English ladies arrived to-day to inspect the Camp. I would 
like to see their account. Miss Rothman came to open a school. Five deaths 
to-day. 



Thursday 18th July: I have taken the afternoon off to help Sister Alice to 
unpack a nice box of clothing, kindly sent by a Mrs. Harries. Some very nice, 
warm garments for the little ones. Several parcels in the box were labeled. 
One tucked [touched?] me very much. It was from an English mother to a 
Boer mother. It’s nice to know there are a few English women who care for 
us here in the Camp. Every day we must hear “the dirty Boers”. Death rate 
for the week - 30. Seventeen fewer than last week. Six troop trains passed 
to-day. We cannot find out what is causing all the commotion. 
 
Sunday 21th July: Mrs. Honey came out to-day. She brought me the 
invoice of the goods that the Bystandsfonds is going to send me. She also 
brought the sad news that Mrs. Kruger, wife of the Old President, was taken 
away yesterday. We went to the Irene Estate and picked baskets full of 
violets and made a lovely wreath for the funeral. Mrs. Honey took it to town 
with her. Four deaths in Camp to-day. Old Mr. Maria LJ.A. Marais in my 
ward had a fit - is very bad. 
 
Friday 26th July: Mrs. Honey and Mrs. General Joubert drove out [from 
Pretoria] to-day. They found us head over heels in work, still distributing 
clothes. Fourteen of us at it. After dinner I took the two visitors for a walk to 
the graveyard. There are about 400 graves, some with very nice 
tombstones. All made in the Camp by the Boers. The visitors went back to 
town at four o’clock. We finished with clothes at six o’clock. How happy I am 
that it is finished!

Oppad kerk toe / On the way to church 

Aankoms by die kamp 
 
Dikwels is honderde families eenvoudig by die 
kamp van die trein afgelaai, partymaal sonder dat 
die nodige voorbereidings vir hulle ontvangs 
getref was.  Die mense het meestal net die klere 
aan hulle lyf gehad, soms met ‘n paar stukkies 
kosbaarhede wat saamgedra kon word. 
 
Daar was dikwels nie genoeg tente en voorraad 
om skielik nog ‘n paar honderd mense te huisves 
nie. Dit het tot oorbevolking in tente gelei. Soms 
moes tot 20 mense in ’n tent wat vir 6 mense 
bedoel is, bly. 

Arrival at the camp 
 
Often hundreds of families would be “dumped” 
by train at the camp, sometimes without prior 
arrangements to provide for their arrival.  The 
only possessions these people had were the 
clothes they wore and occasionally a few 
valuables which they could carry. 
 
There were often not enough food and tents to 
accommodate everyone. This led to the 
overpopulation of tents. In cases up to 20 people 
were housed in a 6-sleeper tent. 

Friday 12th April: Miss Eloff and Miss Pretorius came out to-day. They 
belong to the committee that does the shopping for the camp people. We are 
very pleased to see faces from town. What we see here is nothing but sorrow, 
misery and poverty. Three deaths - old Mrs. Steenkamp and two children. 
Mrs. Truter is out of bed to-day. She is from Nylstroom. Her twins were two 
days old when they got her out of her bed and made her walk through a heavy 
shower to the railway station. One of the babies died on the way and the other 
here in Camp. She suffered a great deal. Her health ruined for ever. Husband 
still fighting. 
 
Sunday 14th April: Nurse Turner was packed off this morning by six o’clock 
train and at twelve o’clock the new Hospital nurse, Sister Walsh, arrived. We 
have nothing to do with the Hospital. If we bring a case from the Camp to the 
Hospital, then we give it over to the English nurse. I lost two ladies in my 
ward, Truter and Viljoen. Stinie [Miss C.M.J. Malherbe] lost Issible van 
Rensburg and Steenkamp. It’s a very cold, cloudy day. Four hundred families 
brought in to-day from Pietersburg. They looked very downcasted at the news 
of Camp life and hardships. Mrs. Haarhoff’s arm very painful. 



Henrietta Armstrong was 
een van die  

hulpverpleegsters wat 
vrywillig in die kamp kom 

werk het om 
omstandighede te probeer 

verlig. 
 

Sy was van April tot 
Oktober 1901 in die kamp 
en het ‘n dagboek gehou 
van haar wedervaringe.  

Henrietta Armstrong was 
one of several volunteers 
who came to alleviate the 
conditions in the camp.  
 
She worked in the camp 
from April till October 
1901, and kept a diary of 
the events. 

Tuesday 16th April: A very nice, bright day. Mrs. Honey and Mrs. General 
Joubert came out [from Pretoria] to visit us. How nice to hear a little news 
from them. Here we are kept in the dark. Another patient in Hospital, also a 
baby born in Hospital.  Gavie van der Westhuzen was brought to Camp as 
prisoner of war. Mrs. Honey will try and get him parole to Pretoria. How 
thankful I am - a day without a death! 
 
Wednesday 1st May: We are very sorry to hear that Doctor Hamilton is to 
be transferred to Volksrust. It’s the work of the horrid commandant. Doctor 
does too much for the sick – orders too many comforts. I have a very bad 
case - Mrs. Oosthuizen, double pneumonia. She is one of the finest looking 
women in the Camp. By taking her to the Hospital I hope we shall be able to 
pull her round. She caught this, sleeping on the ground. She was brought up 
in a very comfortable home, [ that of?]  Mrs Alberts from Krugersdorp. The 
cases increasing daily. The cold is getting so intense I could not get warm in 
my bed last night with plenty of warm covers. I could feel the frost come 
through the tent. What must the sick in Camp not suffer, who have no proper 
beds and very few blankets. 
 
Thursday 2nd May: Mrs. Duvenhage had to give up her dear little baby girl 
to-day. Such a fine child. Mrs. Oosthuizen is a bit better to-day. Two hundred 
families were brought to Camp to-day. They now number 3 800 Work getting 
too much for the two of us. I hope the two they promised to relieve us, will 
come soon. Otto Schmikie is also in Camp. He was obliged to hands up on 
account of bad health. We saw the comet in the west for the first time to-
night. Nights getting bitterly cold. Oh, for a house! 

Friday 24th May: I am very heartsore to-day. I lost dear little Martinus 
Fourie, seven years old, been ill 27 days. How hard I tried to save his life. 
He was a very sweet boy. Father still fighting. I also lost Danial van der 
Westhuzen. Had a very bad day all round. Mrs. Malan and Mrs. Brugman 
were here to-day. I sent the list to the Bystandsfonds for clothing. It will 
come directly to me. If it falls in the hands of the Commandant, no fighting 
man’s wife will get a yard of it. Mr. Scholtz, the Commandant has been to 
the Camp for a wonder, for inspection of tents. Two more marquees have 
been put up to-day for the Hospital. We started with two and now we have 
eight - all used as wards. Cornelia Becker, a beautiful girl of sixteen died in 
the Hospital - also my ward. That’s the worst loss I have had. Three such 
fine children on one day. They were all very dear to me. 
 
Sunday 2nd June: 
The worst cold I have felt. So cold that we could not go and do our work. In 
spite of the cold weather Miss C. Minnaar and Sarah Root were out to-day. 
Mary Durr came with the late train. She will relieve me. I feel I must go to 
town for a little rest. I am quite overworked. We had a farewell party in 
Johannes van der Walt’s tent - a great night for Irene! 
 
Monday 3rd June: I took Mary Durr through my work. The first baby born in 
my ward to-day. The mother bad with measles. Sophie Dur and I leave for 
town to-day. I feel very unwell. Going straight to bed when I get to town. 

Steenmakery vir ‘n “hospitaalgebou” in die Irene konsentrasiekamp. 
Die hospitaal was totaal onvoldoende, want dit het net twee vertrekke gehad. 

Brickmaking for a “hospital” in the Irene Concentration camp.  
The hospital was totally inadequate, for it had only two rooms. 


